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	Title: Ethno-botanical investigation of traditional medicinal plants used to protect honey bee pests and predators in East Shewa and West Arsi Zones of Oromia, Ethiopia
General Comments from Reviewer: Provide more context in the introduction: The introduction should provide a clear overview of the study, including its importance and relevance to the field. Additionally, more background information about the flora and traditional medicine in the study area would be helpful. The methods section should be more detailed to help readers understand how the data was collected and analyzed. For example, how were the informants selected, and what were the criteria for being a key informant? How were the semi-structured questionnaires developed and administered? What were the group discussions focused on?
Introduction: The research design is briefly mentioned, but more details are needed to evaluate the feasibility and rigor of the study. For example, it is not clear how the traditional medicinal plants will be identified and documented, what sampling techniques will be used, and how the data will be analyzed. The study area and population are clearly defined, but more information is needed on the socio-economic and cultural context of the local communities, as well as their current practices and beliefs regarding honey bee protection. The conclusion is brief and does not provide a summary of the main findings or implications of the study. It could benefit from a more thorough discussion of the potential contributions and limitations of the research, as well as suggestions for future studies.
Methodology: Overall, the study provides valuable insights into the traditional use of medicinal plants for pests and predators in the selected districts. However, there are a few areas where the study could be improved:
Sample size: The sample size for key informants (5 per district) seems small and may not be representative of all traditional healers in the area. Increasing the sample size could provide a more comprehensive understanding of traditional medicinal practices in the area.

Data analysis: While the study employs several methods for data analysis, there could be more detailed statistical analysis to better understand the relationships between the different factors. For example, regression analysis could be used to determine the factors that influence the use of certain medicinal plants.
Species identification: The study mentions that voucher specimens were collected for identification, but it is not clear if these were deposited in an herbarium. It would be helpful if the authors provided information on where these specimens are stored, as this would allow for future researchers to access and use the specimens for further study.
Results: Overall, the study provides valuable insights into the traditional knowledge and practices of local communities in protecting honey bee colonies from predators and pests. However, more detailed information about the study's methodology and the ecological context of the research area could enhance the study's significance and contribution to the field.
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